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a) Price indices in agriculture

b) Producer Price Index (PPI) for the Production Industries

c) Price indices for buildings, improvement of dwellings and other construc-
tion work

6.4 Price indices and unit value indices, foreign trade and
wage indices

a) Unit value vs. price indices

b) Difference between unit value indices and price indices in foreign trade
statistics
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Chain indices

7.1 Arguments in favour of the chain index approach

a) Overview of arguments for chain indices and some general observations
concerning the arguments of chainers

b) Arguments of group A: Focus on links rather than on the chain

c) Group B arguments: Ambiguities concerning the notion of “base”

d) Group C arguments: Adjustment of weights, new products and changes
in quality

e) Group D arguments referring to expected and desired results of index
calculations

f) Chain indices recommended for deflation (SNA, argument of type E)

g) Concluding remarks concerning the nature of the arguments

7.2 Properties of chain indices

a) Introduction

b) Chain price indices and the two traditional interpretations of a price in-
dex

c) No identity and monotonicity: axioms apply to links only (not to the
chain)

d) Cyclical movement of prices

e) No transitivity but path dependence

f) Nonlinearity (the determinants of an increase/decrease of the price
level)

g) Inconsistency in aggregation

h) No structural consistency (of volumes) and proportionality in quantities

i) Determinants of the drift (drift-function, temporal correlation, growth fac-
tors)

j) Justification of chainlinking, uniqueness theorem of Funke et al. con-
cerning the Cobb-Douglas index

k) Aspects of official statistics: cost-benefit-considerations, understandabil-
ity, and a system of chain indices

Interspatial comparisons of prices and volumes
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change rates
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e) Consistency in multinational comparisons (the meaning of transitivity)
f) Conditions, axioms and required properties in multinational comparisons
g) Engel-Gerschenkron effect, Paasche — Laspeyres — Spread

8.2 Overview of methods proposed for multinational comparisons
a) Introduction into methods to solve the transitivity problem
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